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Soldiers of fortune be]i.eye
US condones their activities

By Stephen Kurk{ian
Globe Staff

WASHINGTON - They are, In
the words of one US senator, mem-
bers of the “wink and a shrug”
brigade: soldiers of fortune from
the United States and other West-
ern nations who travel to Central
America to fight the snread of
communism there, believing that
the American government con-
dones, if not indirectly supports.
their activities.

Since rebels began thelr strug-
gle to cverthrow the Sandinista-
controlled Nicaraguan govern-
ment in the early 1980s. their ef-
forts have been joined in the field
by dozens - by some estimates
hundreds - of Americans and oth-
ers from France and England.

In addition, several private
conservative groups, one headec
by a former US ‘rmy major gene-
al. have professed to have raise:.
from Americans millions of dc
lars used to supply munitions an
supplies to the Nicaraguan rebels
who are referred to as contras.

Those efforts have continued
despite the neutrality act that re-
stricts US citizens from participat-
Ing in a foreign war in which the
United States s not involved.

The Central Intelligence Agen-

a¢ tentral Intelligence Agen-
cy has been prohibited from par-
ticipating'Tn, or providing suppor
ro. the Nicaraguan contlict since it
was_discl in_1983 that the
agency was_involved in mining

harbors in Ni . In inter-
views du , Sever-
al Americans w ct in
training and mi itary exercises
with_con in Nicaran;gua said
they did o In the bellel that the

p tions _sent
them were funded by the CIA.

A spokesman for one of the or-
ganizations, an ry As-
sistance of Alabama. —sard-that
while it providés frainers and
rionlethal SUpPIIES 1o The comtree
Tm‘ﬁi‘l%}:o;mmm—
bama group were killed in a heli-

copter crash on the Nicaraguan
border in September 1984,

The Globe rted {n July that
a fﬁ CIA %ﬁ& agent had’
been asked by the agency to fi-

nce the trips of several young

na
men to go to C%ﬁl America with
a Clv'll%am MIltary Assistai

ssistance
up _to r activi-
ties. Several members of the
group. who travelled to Costa Rica
to participate in contra-backed
operations, were arrested and
Jalled. Two of them were sen-
tenced to five years in jaii recently
for violation of Costa Rica's neu-
trality act.

The CIA denied that it had un-
derwritten any of the activities of
those, or other, soldiers of fortune.

"Congresslona] restrictions
prohibit the I;a!g_e_ncx‘ from support-
m% ¢ contras and we have not

[ e law,  a CIA spokes-

man said yesterday. Those restric-
ed

a_sm_s![mCOH eS8 this session passed a
[

$100 miilion aid package to th

contras that its CIA involve-

ment In aeierm;nin how the
1T be spent.

money wi
of those who has been in-
volved in the private fun -raising

efforts, retired Major eneral

on
the TV show ‘60 Minutes' that he
clears his activities riodically
with sources Inside tiic White
House and the Central Intel Tigence
Agency.
Salﬂcallz. he said, the CIA di-
rector, am Casey, has indi-
cated approval, and he has been

encouragin to his work. The
an € flouse have consis-

tently denied an tnvolvement or:
mlfmunteer ef-
Torts, elther Tund-re

orts, either fund-ralsing or mili-

ta%. However. Sen. Patrick Leahy
-) sald at a press conference
esterday that he did not th

ot think
¢ Reagan administrafion was

3010 crack_down on
the volunteers:

It _stretches credulity for any-

one to think !hlg_* could be operat-
lnE out of ca or Honduras

witho: au-

thorities,” said Leahy, who is vice
chairman of the 5¥na[e Select

mmi on inte Ce.

Both Leahy and Sen. Dave Dur-
enBErgg [R-ﬁlnn.l. chalrman of
the Intelligence Committee, said
msrsena% the aseertions from

was in no way associated wi :ﬁi
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C-123 airplane that w ot
wn over Ni

According to the Sandinista
government, two Americans were
killed in the downed plane and an-
other captured. The Sandinistas
said the plane, downed 35 miles
north of the Costa Rican border,
was carrying weapons and am-
munition for contras based in
southern Ni . '

In a statement issued by the
United States Counctl for World
Freedom, which he heads, Sing-
laub yesterdagn dented involve-
ment in the flight or kn an
of the crew on board. owing any

However, Sen. John F. Kk ,
whose office has s &

the past year InvutIEla_Ung al -
{1ons of CIA and’ e m:i
developmens ot joe 84 the
1cvelopments of the t se
days need further investigation.
:s\ve have to determine who is
running foreign policy for thys
country,” Kerry satd. “Americans
are dying now in Nicaragua and
an American is captured there,
"We have to know who has the
ta:squ to what 1s going on down
ere.
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have serious trouble conducting

dur_Toreign _polic down there.
Those peogle should know that

they damage U. . policy more than

helpit.
“I share the concern that, once
YOUISsué a ¢ - d

freedom fightin

eople who want to use it,” said
gen. Dave Durenberger (R-Minn,),
the panel's chairman,

Several private groups that have
provided supplies to the contras in
the past denied any connection to
this flight.

Retired Lt. Gen. John K. Sing-
laub, the most public of the contras’
US. fund-raisers, acknowledged
through a spokeswoman that he
has organized supply flights in the
past. “But he says this isn't one of
his,” Terry Swofford said.

Alexander M. S. McColl, who has
organized private aid to the contras
on behalf of Soldier of Fortune
magazine, said, “All we know about
this incident is what we read in the
papers.”

Denial From Aid Group

A spokesman for Civilian Materi-
al Assistance, a group that once
sent U.S. trainers into battle with
the contras, said it had no connec-
tion to the flight either. Two
members of the group, then called
Civilian Military Assistance, were
killed when their CIA-supplied
helicopter was shot down inside
Nicaragua by Sandinista troops in
September, 1984.

In January of that year, a U.S.
Army pilot, Chief Warrant Officer
Jeffrey C. Schwab of Joliet, 111., was
killed by Sandinista fire after his
helicopter crossed into Nicaraguan
Alrspace.
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